Methyldopa binding to cells in culture.
Cells from a rat hepatoma grown in culture were found to activate methyldopa to intermediates which are bound irreversibly to cellular proteins. The binding reaction was not inhibited by superoxide dismutase or allopurinol, but was strongly inhibited by ascorbic acid and glutathione. Methyldopa, paracetamol and furosemide were not mutagenic in the Salmonella/mammalian-microsome mutagenicity test.